For Release Tuesday, R-992
August 27, 1940

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

NOTICE OF PUELIC HEARING BEFORE THE SPECIAL INDUSTRY COMMITTEE
FOR PUERTO RICO FOR THE PURFOSE OF RECEIVING EVIDENCE TO BE
CONSIDERED IN RECOMMENDING LINIMUM WAGE RATES FOR EMPLOYEES

IN PUERTO RICO ENGAGED IN

THE NEEDLEWORK INDUSTRIES

In conformity with the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, 52 Stat, 1060,
as amended by Section 3(c), (d), (e) and (f) Public Resolution NNo, 88, 76th"
Congress, Chapter 432--3rd Session, approved June 26, 1940, and with Section
511,11 of Part 511 of the Rules and Regulations issued pursuant thereto, notice
is hereby given to all interested persons that a public hearing will be held
beginning September 30, 1940 either in San Juan or Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, for
the purpose of receiving evidence to be considered by the Special Industry
Committee for Puerto Rico in determining the highest minimum wage rates for
employees in Puerto Rico in the needlework industries, which, having due
regard to economic and competitive conditions, will not substantially curtail
employment and will not give any industry in Pucrto Rico a competitive
advantage over any industry in the United States outside of Puerto Rico,
Information regarding the precise hour and place at which such public hearing
will be held may be obtained after September 24, 1940 by communicating with
Charles A. Wood, Territorial Revresentative of the Wage and Hour Division of
the United States Department of Labor, E1 Banco Popular Building, San Juan,
Pucrto Rico,

The Spocial Industry Committec for Puerto Rico was created by
Administrative Order No. 58, It is cherged, in accordance with the provisions
of the Feir Labor Standards Act of 1938 as amended and Rules and Regulatiogs
promulgated thercundcr, with the duty of investigating conditions in the
industries of Puerto Rico and of rccommending to the Administrator minimum
wage rates which may be lower than 30 cents but not higher than 40 cents per
hour for all cmployees in Pucrto Rico who within the mcaning of seid Act are
"engaged in commerce or in the production of goods for commerce," excepting
employees cxcmpted by the provisions of Scction 13(a) and employecs coming
under the provisions of Secetion 14, Beforce any minimum wage rates recommended
by the Committec are made effective, 2 public hearing will be held pursuant to
Section 8 of the Act both in Pucrto Rico and in Continental United Stetes, at
which intercested persons will have an opportunity to prescnt evidence on the
questions whethor such rates, if made effective, would substantielly curtail
employment in Puerto Rico or would give any industry in Puerto Rico a com-
petitive advantage over any industry in thc United States outside of Puerto Rico,

Administrative Order No, 58 has directed the Spceial Industry Committee

to proceed first to investigate conditions and to recommend to the Administrator
minimun wage rates for employees in thc needlework industrics, and thercafter to
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investigate conditions respecting, and to recommend minimum wage rates for,
such other employees as the Administrator may direct or, in the absence of
such direction, as the Committee in its judsment shall detemine, At the
hearing noticed herein the Committee will receive material and hear testimony
relating only to employees in the needleworl: industries.

Any person who, in the opinion of the Committee or its duly authorized
subcommittee, has a substantial interest in the proceeding and is prepared to
present material pertinent to the question under consideration, may appecar on
his own bchalf or on bechalf of any other person, Persons wishing to appear are
requested to file with Charles A, Wood, Territorial Representative of the Wage
and Hour Division of the United States Department of Labor, El Banco Popular
Building, San Juan, Pucrto Rico, not later than Scptember 21, 1940, a notice of
Intention to Appeer containing the following information:

(1) The name and addrcss of the person appearing,

(2) 1If he is appearing in a representative capacity, the name
and address of the person or persons whom, or orgenization which,
he is representing,

(3) A brief summery of the material intended to be presented,

(4) The approximate length of time which his presentation
will consume.

A1] testimony will be taken under oath and subjected to reasonable
cross examination by any intercsted person present, Testimony so reccived will
be offered as evidence at the public hearing to be held by the Administrator on
such minimum wagc recommendations as the Speciel Industry Committee for Puerto
Rico may make,

Written stotements of persons who cannot oppear personally will be
considered by the Committce provided theot twenty coples thereof are received
not latcr than Scptoember 21, 1940 at the Wege and Hour Division of the United
States Department of Labor, El Banco Popular Building, San Juan, Puerto Rico,
Any person appearing at the hearing who offers written moterial must submit
twenty copies thereof,

Signed at Washington, D. C., this 24th day of August, 1940,
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Francis J. Haas, @uﬁxman, Special
Industry Committce for Pucrto Rico.

Published in Federal Register, August 27, 1940,
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